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Mobile ePortfolio for assessment



2007 ePortfolio (web albums)
2010 ePortfolio (presentations)
2014 mobile ePortfolio (mobile applications)



NZ department of statistics 2014

Using apps for social contact on their most 
preferred device were Female 83% Male 73%

Owning or having access to a Smartphone
• 82% 18‐34 year olds
• Maori and Pacifica 70% compared to 55% NZ European

92%  of 18 – 34 year olds use smart device every day

A Report on a Survey of New Zealanders’ Use of  Mobile Electronic Devices 2014 
http://www.researchnz.com/pdf/Special%20Reports/ResearchNZ%20Special%20Report%20‐%20NZrs_Device_Use_09‐04‐
14.pdf



Source : http://www.researchnz.com/pdf/Special%20Reports/ResearchNZ%20Special%20Report%20‐%20NZrs_Device_Use_09‐04‐14.pdf



what do you use?



Methodology

• Students could try out different mobile 
applications (apps) using their personal wireless 
mobile device.

• Survey the students during and after use
• consider feedback and observations



Action Research Spiral 

Source : http://www.kaytejudge.com/wp‐content/uploads/2011/05/action‐research‐diagram.jpg



Work posted to 
group page.

Group work

Simple exercise.







Positive feedback
Completion rate
Additional uses
other malarkey



observe reflect plan act

Social connectivity

Simplistic

Groups worked well

Confident users

I stuffed up

More faith in students

Try new approach

Set higher goals

Individual focus

Community was important

Showed example beforehand

Gave them time to learn new app

Worked with individuals



Evernote is a place to 
store and gather 
everything. 
Clip web articles, 
capture handwritten 
notes, lists, snap 
photos and voice 
memos

EVERNOTE



EVERNOTE

Exterior cladding ePortfolio
Time to learn
Popular with some
No peer marking



EVERNOTE

Evernote is a freemium, free form note taking application. It is referred to as ‘platform
agnostic’ because it is available across many platforms including Mac, PC, iOS and
Android as well as a web‐based version.

Create your 
notebooks. 
E.g., Design 
Samples, PD.

Add your 
notebooks to 
a stack. E.g., 
Training 
Portfolio.

Add your 
notes. Don’t 
forget to add 

tags!

Design 
Samples

Training
Portfolio



Evernote results

No sharing
Feedback positive
Flipped classroom

Skitch
Wi‐fi problems



Action research

observe reflect plan act

Little collaboration

better quality than previous

working harder

Time well spent instructing

My work load lessened

Student took more 
responsibility for themselves

Create a social time to learn app Used evernote as a teaching 
platform to show others how 
it can be used better.

Talked to two experts about 
using it again next year.



• Second largest social networking site
• More than social networking
• 540 million monthly active users
• Early adopters of Google+ in mid‐2011 
were mostly male (71.24%), and the 
dominant age bracket (35%) was 
between 25 and 34



• Student were asked 
to upload their 
learning material for 
wall linings.

• Students portfolio

Student findings





Community





Results

Clunky
Hard to annotate photos
Community
My favourite
Overall experience was not 
positive.



Action research

observe reflect plan act

Social
Live

Easy for feedback

Hard to use Change assessment 
model

Flag
Replace Facebook



Own choice

students chose a platform

Facebook
Google +
Evernote
Notability
Tumblr
Google docs





Results
Students discovered better ways of recording their learning

Created time

84% students thought it was easier on a mobile device than desktop.

Good.  Bad

Better connections with others

Some thought it was disruptive



Conclusion and 
Recommendations

Spend time learning app
Expect the unexpected
Use others to look at results
Evernote a good option for the future
Best option is to let them decide






